
A Quality Management System (QMS) Accreditation Body is an independent and 
authoritative organization responsible for evaluating, approving, and formally recognizing 
certification bodies that perform audits and issue certifications related to Quality 
Management Systems. The primary role of a QMS accreditation body is to ensure that 
certification bodies operate in accordance with internationally accepted standards and 
maintain a high level of competence, impartiality, and consistency when assessing 
organizations. 

A QMS accreditation body conducts rigorous assessments of certification bodies to verify 
that they possess the necessary technical expertise, qualified personnel, and appropriate 
procedures required to carry out management system audits. These assessments ensure that 
certification bodies follow established international guidelines and operate with transparency, 
fairness, and professional integrity when evaluating organizations seeking certification. 

Through the accreditation process, certification bodies are evaluated against globally 
recognized standards such as ISO 17021, which defines the requirements for organizations 
that audit and certify management systems. By meeting these requirements, certification 
bodies demonstrate their ability to conduct reliable and credible audits for quality 
management standards such as ISO 9001. 

The purpose of a QMS accreditation body is to provide confidence to businesses, 
governments, and consumers that certifications issued by accredited certification bodies are 
trustworthy and based on internationally recognized practices. Accreditation helps maintain 
consistency in certification processes worldwide and ensures that organizations receiving 
QMS certification have been evaluated through a competent and reliable auditing process. 

In addition, accreditation bodies play an important role in maintaining the credibility of the 
global certification system. They perform regular monitoring, surveillance assessments, and 
periodic reassessments of accredited certification bodies to confirm continued compliance 
with accreditation requirements. If a certification body fails to maintain the required 
standards, the accreditation body has the authority to suspend or withdraw its accreditation. 

By establishing a structured framework for evaluating certification bodies, a QMS 
accreditation body helps ensure that organizations implementing Quality Management 
Systems operate according to recognized best practices. This ultimately promotes continuous 
improvement, enhances organizational performance, and strengthens confidence in certified 
management systems across industries and international markets. 

 


